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Bureau for Children with Medical Handicaps is a tax supported, state administered program of the Ohio Dept. of Health.  These programs are open to any Ohio resident who is 21 years of age or younger that is under a BCMH provider's care.  The Diagnostic program's purpose is: -to rule out a handicapping condition; -to diagnose a condition; -to develop a plan of treatment.  The diagnostic program is good for a 6 month period of time.  The child will see a BCMH approved provider, have any testing completed that is deemed to be necessary by the physician seeing the child.  These services will be free of charge providing medicaid and/or private insurance guidelines are followed.  The diagnostic program has no financial eligibility requirements.  The Treatment program provides ongoing treatment services for eligible children.  To be eligible for the treatment program the child must have a diagnosis that is eligible, eg. cardiac, cerebral palsy, cancer, sickle cell, and many others.  The family must meet criteria for financial eligibility for the treatment program as well as have a medical condition that is eligible. The family must complete a Medical Application Form for either of these two programs.  This may be done by calling the county health department.  For more information, please contact Rita Townsend, RN, at 740-532-3962 or e-mail her at rita.townsend@odh.ohio.gov.
